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Lands & Survey Department 

Practical Policy for Street Name & Numbering 

 

Background 

The original Roads (Naming and Numbering) Act of 1997 was repealed in 2019. 

At the present time, the prevailing Act is the Roads (Naming and Numbering) Act 

(2019 Revision) 

It is important to note that no ‘Regulations’ were approved with the 1997 Act, nor have 

any  yet been approved to accompany the 2019 Act, however, streets still require 

naming and properties require numbering, these both to accord with the locally 

adopted best practice. 

 

How We Apply the 2019 Act 

The 2019 Act sets down the main provisions for street naming & numbering, including 

definitions, however, (and in the absence of Regulations) this Policy sets down the 

process that Lands & Survey Department will follow to implement the Act. This Policy is 

drafted in the spirit of being fair and reasonable until such time as new Regulations may 

have been approved. 

At the outset, it may assist to set down the primary ‘street-naming’ protocol: 

a) New Development – a name must be proposed by the developer prior to laying 

any road 

b) Re-naming – any proposal must be widely consulted upon, including the 

residents, before any change is presented to the Minister  

c) A previously un-named street – residents in the street will be consulted upon a 

proposed name prior to it being presented to the Minister to determine         

 

A precis of the main provisions of the Act are detailed below, with any reference to 

‘clauses’ meaning the clauses in the 2019 Act: 

 

3. STREET NAMING:  

  (to be read in conjunction with Appendix A) 

1. Power to Name Streets – refer clause 3(1) 

Only the Minister for Lands (‘the Minister’) may assign a name to a street 
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2. Who Can Apply to Name A Street - refer clause 3(1A & B) 

Anyone may apply for a street to be named or re-named, but must do so in 

writing and addressed to the Director, Lands & Survey Department, Box 120, 

Government Admin Building, 133 Elgin Avenue, Georgetown, Grand Cayman KY1-

9000. All additional information must be provided as may be requested 

  

3. What happens if the Minister refuses an application to name a street – refer 

clause 3(1C) 

The Minister will provide reasons in writing within one month 

 

4. Right to appeal against a refused street name application – refer clause 3(1D) 

Whilst the Act is silent as to the process for appeal, a person may appeal to the 

Grand Court only on a point of Law in the event of refusal of an application to 

name a street, however, if it is believed that the prescribed ‘street naming’ 

process has not been applied correctly, an aggrieved party may appeal to the 

Ombudsman 

 

5. Proposed Street name changes / substitutions  – refer clause 3(2) & (3) 

Before making an order to change a street name, notices shall be: 

a) Delivered to every property on the street 

b) Posted in a conspicuous position at each end of the street; and 

c) Advertised in a local newspaper 

Each notice will specify how and when objections must be made to the 

Minister for Lands, with a deadline for making objections being no less than 1 

calendar month from the date of posting the advert(s) 

 

The Minister will consider every objection before making the proposed ‘street 

naming’ order and, having regard to those objections, may amend the 

proposed street name 

 

6. Street name change confirmation – refer clause 3(4) 

 Within 3 days of confirming the name change order, a notice will be delivered to 

every property accessible from that street, and a notice will be published in the 

Gazette 
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4. NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

7. New Developments – street naming – refer clause 4 

No road construction shall commence unless (a) a proposed street name has first 

been submitted to the Director, Lands & Survey which has then been presented 

for approval by the Minister, and (b) the Minister has confirmed an order 

assigning a name to the street – refer clause 4(1) 

 

On making an order for a new road the order shall be published in the Gazette, 

following which the order shall have effect – refer clause 4(2) 

 

Where works are done in advance of 4(1) the person carrying out the work is 

guilty of an offence and liable to be fined $500 by invoice by Lands & Survey, 

payable within 28 days – refer clause 4(3) 

 

5. NAME PLATES: 

8. Power to Erect street name plates – refer clause 5 

(1) Within one month of making a street-name order OR from when a new street 

has been laid, the Minister shall arrange for a name plate to be erected each 

end of the street - refer clauses 3(1), 4(1) & 5(1) 

(2) Whenever a street name plate requires replacement the Minister shall arrange 

replacement as soon as practicable 

6. OFFENCES AS TO NAMING STREETS – refer clause 6 in the Act 

Note - offenders may be fined up to $500 per the various offences quoted under 

the Act by invoice from Lands & Survey, payable within 28 days 

 

7. STREET NUMBERING 

(1) The Director for Lands & Survey Department (of the Ministry for Lands) may 

order that a building with access to a street should be numbered (or re-

numbered) and the property will be shown on a plan 

(2) Note that a ‘number’ might include a letter after the number 

(3) Due notice will be given to the owner and occupier to place a specific number 

on a building and to take down any (old) number that differs from that 

specified in the order 
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(4) Whenever the assigned number is removed, defaced or obscured, the owner 

will renew the marking within the time specified in the notice 

(5) If a notice to erect or remove a number is not complied with, the Director of 

Lands & Survey will arrange for this to be done, but subject to (7) below – see 

‘Offences’ 

(6) The numbers being placed on buildings must be: 

(a) in Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc) 

(b) at least 2’6” above the ground 

(c) numerals / Numbers at least 3” in height 

(d) in colours contrasting with their background 

(e) visable and legible from the street during daylight hours OR if the 

entrance can’t be seen from the street, a legible directional sign indicating 

the route to the entrance will be provided 

(7) Offences – removing / defacing numbers or failing to comply with an Order 

may give rise to a fine up to CI$500 being invoiced by Lands & Survey and 

payable within 28 days. 

 

8. OFFICIAL RECORD of NAMES & NUMBERS 

Full records of street naming and numbering are held by the Minister (for Lands) 

which are available for inspection for a fee – refer Section 9 

 

9. RECOVERY OF COSTS 

The Minister may recover costs (from an owner) for carrying out works that an 

owner should have done – refer Section 10 

 

10. REGISTRATION OF NAMES & NUMBERS 

Within 3 days of making an Order (to add a name or number, etc), the Minister 

will send a copy to the Registrar of Lands who will update the Land Registers – 

refer Sections 3; 7; or 6(1)(b) 

11. OFFENCES BY CORPORATE BODIES 

(1) Where an offence has been caused by a Corporate Body and is proved to have 

been committed with consent or knowledge of a director / manager / person, the 

both the corporate body and the person will be guilty and proceeded against.  

(2) Ditto where the affairs are managed by its members, likewise the guilty 

member(s) will be proceeded against - refer Sections 12(1) and (2) 
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12. DATES of SERVICE OF NOTICES 

Where the Law requires Notice to be served, this will be effected by pre-paying 

and posting it to the Registered address of the owner or last known address or 

place of business, and (unless the contrary is proved) has been effected at the 

time at which the letter would be delivered in the ordinary post – refer Section 13 

 

13. REGULATIONS – presently being drafted as at April 2020 – refer Section 13A 

 

---- PLEASE REFER APPENDIX “A” (BELOW) ---- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case of query please contact either: 

Janet Dixon on 244 3435 / janet.dixon@gov.ky (GIS production Supervisor) 

Andrew Edwards on 244 6607 / andrew.edwards@gov.ky (GIS Manager) 

(PJH-V1-28.4.2021) 

 

 

mailto:andrew.edwards@gov.ky
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LANDS & SURVEY DEPARTMENT                                     APPENDIX  ‘A’ 

 

ADOPTED BEST PRACTICE FOR NAMING OF STREETS 

The Minister / Lands & Survey will refuse an application for a proposed street name 

that:-   

 is identical, or sounds similar to, the name of a building or another street on the 

same Island; 

 includes a compass direction 

 is longer than 20 characters (including spaces) 

 contains the words “royal”, “imperial”, or in the opinion of the Minister suggests or is 

calculated to suggest the patronage of – 

(i) Her Majesty or of any member of the Royal Family or connection with Her 

Majesty’s Government; or 

(ii)  any department of Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom or 

elsewhere, 

unless consent has been provided by the Governor; 

 contains profane or discriminatory language; 

 may cause spelling or pronunciation problems 

 duplicates the words “Grand Cayman”, “Cayman Brac” or “Little Cayman”; 

 includes a *prefix;  

 includes a **suffix;  

 includes a number; or  

 includes the name of a National Hero, National Bird, National Tree, National Flower, 

historical figure or historical location without the consent of Cabinet. 

 

*prefix - means a term used to refer to, or introduce, the title of a person and includes the terms 

“The”, “De”, “Du”, “D”, “Mr.”, “Ms.”, “Mrs.”, “Dr.”, “Capt.” or any other title; 

**suffix - means a word or abbreviation which indicates the type of street being named and 

includes the words “street”, “St.”, “road”, “Rd.”, “avenue”, “Ave.” or any other indicator of a type of 

street. 

 

NOTE:  a) Whilst a ‘suffix’ can be proposed, the Minister shall assign suffixes in 

accordance with and based on the recommendation of the Director of the 

Department of Lands and Survey.  
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                  b) Additionally, the name of a street may include a prefix where the prefix is 

assigned by the Cabinet. 

 

Approved Suffixes include: 

Ave – Avenue    Blvd – Boulevard       Cir – Circle 

Cl – Close    Cres – Crescent       Ct – Court 

Dr – Drive    Hwy – Highway       LINK – Link 

Ln – Lane    LOOP – Loop        QUAY – Quay 

Rd – Road    RISE – Rise        St – Street 

Terr – Terrace    TRAIL – Trail        TURN – Turn 

WALK – Walk    WAY – Way 

The following suggest an area and must be avoided as suffixes 

Cove  Bay  View  Gardens Place  Ground 

Estate  Heights Point  Grove 

 

 

Assigned Street Numbering (by Lands & Survey) 

Street address numbers are typically assigned to buildings or units that have direct 

access to the street. The actual numbers are based upon a standardised system using 

intervals of 21.12 feet between odd numbers on the left and even numbers on the right. 

Note - This protocol is adopted by 911 and the Emergency Services. 
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*PEASE READ STREET NAMING POLICY BEFORE COMPLETING FORM* 

 
Requests for 
NAMING shall 
include the 
following: 
 
Proposed street 
name(s) 

 
Signatures & 
addresses of all  
affected 
registered 
proprietors 
 
Reason(s) for 
proposal, 
including 
historical 
information 
 

 
The present 
name 
 
Proposed new 
name 
 
Signatures, 
names & 
addresses of 
One Hundred 
percent (100%) 
of registered 
proprietors 
including strata 
owners street 
to support new 
street name 
 
Reason(s) for 
proposal, 
including 
historical 
information 
 

STREET NAME  REQUEST OR CHANGE REQUEST 

NOTE: PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION ON THIS REQUEST 

Building no.: ..............  Block/Parcel No.: .............................. Date: ...…….................. 

Requester’s Name: .................................................................................................. 

Postal Address: ……..........................……...………...……………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………Contact 

phone #....……........................ Email: ………………………………………. 

Development Name: ...…........................................................................................ 

Proposed Street Name(s): ...................................................................................... 

Any reasons for suggested name: .................................................................................... 

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

..................................................................……………………………………………..……. 

Signatures of the owners on the street with their house / unit number:  

HOUSE #        NAME – REGISTERED OWNER  SIGNATURE 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 (continue signatures on back of form) 

 (PLEASE ATTACH COPY OF PROPOSED LAYOUT OF STREET NAMES). 

Signature: ........................................................................................................... 

OFFICE USE ONLY …………………………………………………………………..    
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................... 

SEND FORM TO:     Street Addressing • PO Box 120, Grand Cayman KY1-9000, CAYMAN ISLANDS•         

OR EMAIL TO:         janet.dixon@gov.ky     FOR ALL QUERIES PLEASE CALL (345) 244-3435 

mailto:janet.dixon@gov.ky
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HOUSE #             NAME - REGISTERED OWNER SIGNATURE 

   

   

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

   


